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  Figure 6.  View of East New Market Passenger Depot, 1987 (Touart, 1987). 

 

 

According to the local citizens, the parcel where the depot is being moved has been used 

as an agricultural field for as long as anyone can remember (Scott Freeman and Perry Otwell 

personal communications 2007).  The farm field was once part of the historic Friendship Hall 

estate and was subdivided and sold in 1993 (Dorchester County Circuit Court 1993: 294, 865).  

The parcel has subsequently been sold and subdivided several times.  It is now privately owned 

by The Crossings at East New Market, LLC. 

 

 Friendship Hall was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 and was 

determined significant under Criteria A and C.  The Georgian style brick mansion was built in 

the late eighteenth century by the Sulivane family.  Major James Sulivane came to Maryland 

along with two of his brothers in 1695.  Their descendants became prominent in the state’s 

politics, including the county delegate to the General Assembly and the Deputy Assistant 

Commissary for Dorchester and Somerset County.  The family also had military distinction.  

During the Revolution, James Sulivane organized a regiment, the New Market Blues, while his 

son Daniel took a leading role in preserving colonial rights.  During the Civil War, Colonel 

Clement Sulivane earned fame for holding the bridge at the Battle of Manassas against the Union 

Army (Friendship Hall, accessed 9/24/2007).   

 

 Originally, Friendship Hall estate totaled nearly one thousand acres.  Along with the main 

residence, a private race track, a forge and blacksmith shop, barns, granaries, carriage houses, a 

smoke house, and other outbuildings were built.  Some of these outbuildings are visible on the 

1922 Sanborn map of East New Market (Figure 7).  The house itself has had little alteration.  It 

consists of an asymmetrical five-bay, two story portions with a two bay, one story hyphens, as 

well as a one and a half story kitchen.  All rooms on the first floor have paneled dado, window  






