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  Figure 6.  View of East New Market Passenger Depot, 1987 (Touart, 1987). 

 

 

According to the local citizens, the parcel where the depot is being moved has been used 

as an agricultural field for as long as anyone can remember (Scott Freeman and Perry Otwell 

personal communications 2007).  The farm field was once part of the historic Friendship Hall 

estate and was subdivided and sold in 1993 (Dorchester County Circuit Court 1993: 294, 865).  

The parcel has subsequently been sold and subdivided several times.  It is now privately owned 

by The Crossings at East New Market, LLC. 

 

 Friendship Hall was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 and was 

determined significant under Criteria A and C.  The Georgian style brick mansion was built in 

the late eighteenth century by the Sulivane family.  Major James Sulivane came to Maryland 

along with two of his brothers in 1695.  Their descendants became prominent in the state’s 

politics, including the county delegate to the General Assembly and the Deputy Assistant 

Commissary for Dorchester and Somerset County.  The family also had military distinction.  

During the Revolution, James Sulivane organized a regiment, the New Market Blues, while his 

son Daniel took a leading role in preserving colonial rights.  During the Civil War, Colonel 

Clement Sulivane earned fame for holding the bridge at the Battle of Manassas against the Union 

Army (Friendship Hall, accessed 9/24/2007).   

 

 Originally, Friendship Hall estate totaled nearly one thousand acres.  Along with the main 

residence, a private race track, a forge and blacksmith shop, barns, granaries, carriage houses, a 

smoke house, and other outbuildings were built.  Some of these outbuildings are visible on the 

1922 Sanborn map of East New Market (Figure 7).  The house itself has had little alteration.  It 

consists of an asymmetrical five-bay, two story portions with a two bay, one story hyphens, as 

well as a one and a half story kitchen.  All rooms on the first floor have paneled dado, window  
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jambs, and seats.  The hyphen and kitchen are about four steps lower than the rest of the house 

and originally had whitewashed walls and exposed ceiling beams.  A lattice porch dating to the 

late 19
th
 century is on the east side of the kitchen (Figure 8) (Friendship Hall, accessed 

9/24/2007).  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Figure 8.  View of Friendship Hall (Bourne 1973). 

 

Methods and Results 

The fieldwork was performed by SHA Archeologists Richard Ervin, Gregory Katz, 

Stacey Streett, Julie Schablitsky, and Nichole Sorensen-Mutchie on October 11, 2007.  

Assistance was also provided by Dawn Cheshaek, an archeologist from Rummel, Klepper, and 

Kahl.  Artifact processing was conducted by Nichole Sorensen-Mutchie. 

 

Systematic shovel testing was conducted in the depot relocation area due to poor surface 

visibility.  Two transects were established with three shovel test pits (STPs) per transect.  Six 

STPs were excavated at a 15-meter interval within the staked footprint of the depot location 

(Figure 9).  All six STPs measured approximately 40 centimeters in diameter and were excavated 

into Pleistocene-age soil deposits.  Artifacts were collected stratigraphically from the shovel 

tests, with soils screened through ¼-inch mesh (6.4 mm).  All artifacts were collected and the 

STPs were recorded using a standardized form.  The STPs were backfilled after completion.   

 

The shovel tests revealed disturbed surface soils (Strata I and II) above sterile subsoil.  No 

archeological features were encountered.  Soil Stratum I, a fill deposit, varied in depth from 

between five and 36 centimeters below surface.  The sediment appeared to be re-deposited 

plowzone from earth-moving activities that were part of the housing development construction. 

The eastern shovel tests (STPs 1, 2 and 3) had a slightly shallower first stratum compared to the 

shovel tests to the west (STPs 4, 5 and 6).  The fill consisted of brown (10YR 4/3 and 10YR 5/3) 

silt loam.  Stratum II was a buried plowzone, and was typically a yellowish brown (10YR 6/4) 

silt loam. The bottom of Stratum II fluctuated between 28 and 53 centimeters below surface.  

Artifacts were recovered from Stratum II in STPs 4, 5, and 6; these included small brick  
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fragments, coal, clinker, and modern plastic which was later discarded in the lab.  The sterile 

subsoil layer, Stratum III, was made of silty clay loam and varied in color from yellowish brown 

(10YR 5/4, 10YR 5/6) to brownish yellow (10YR 6/6).  The stratum was sampled for 

approximately 10 centimeters of depth.   The maximum depth of the shovel tests ranged from 39 

to 64 centimeters below surface. The profile of STP 2 can be considered representative of shovel 

test probes along the eastern transect and the profile of STP 6 for the western transect (Figure 

10).   

 

The finds from the survey were designated 18DOX24; this is a non-site number (also 

known as an ‘X number’) assigned by the Maryland Historical Trust.  These artifacts will be 

either returned to the landowners, Mr. Perry Otwell and Ms. Pamela Wingate, or they will given 

to the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory for long-term curation.   

 

 Figure 10.  Representative Shovel Test Pit Profiles. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The Phase I survey identified no archeological sites within the APE.  Testing revealed 

disturbed sediments above sterile subsoil.  Modern plastic was recovered and was later discarded 

in the lab after cataloging.  Historic-era artifacts (brick, amorphous metal, coal, clinker) were 

recovered from the testing, all from disturbed strata.  Given the generality of these artifacts, they 

can not be dated.  One prehistoric artifact, a piece of quartz shatter, was also found in a disturbed 

stratum.  No archeological features were identified in the Phase I survey and intact features are 

unlikely to survive given the degree of disturbance in the APE.  No further archeological work is 
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Stratum I (Fill) 
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0        10       20 cm 
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recommended for the East New Market passenger depot relocation project.  If an archeological 

site is discovered during this construction, the contractor will halt all excavation in that area and 

contact a SHA archeologist. 
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Appendix II.

East New Market Rail Road Depot Relocation

Phase I Survey

Shovel Test Pit Log

STP 1

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-5 cmbs Mixed fill with road gravel N/A

2 II 5-28 cmbs 10YR 5/3 Brown Silt loam 1

3 III 28-52 cmbs 10YR 5/4 Yellowish Brown Silt loam N/A

STP 2

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-29 cmbs 10YR 4/3 Brown Silt loam N/A

2 II 29-40 cmbs 10YR 5/3 Brown Silt loam N/A

3 III 40-45 cmbs 10YR 5/6 Yellowish Brown Silty clay loam N/A

STP 3

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-22 cmbs 10YR 4/3 Brown Silt loam N/A

2 II 22-32 cmbs 10YR 5/4 Yellowish Brown Silt loam N/A

3 III 29-39 cmbs 10YR 6/6 Brownish Yellow Silty Clay Loam N/A

STP 4

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-30 cmbs 10YR 4/3 Brown Silt loam 2

2 II 30-40 cmbs 10YR 6/4 Light Yellowish Brown N/A

3 III 40-50 cmbs 10YR 5/6 Yellowish Brown N/A

STP 5

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-36 cmbs 10YR 5/3 Brown Silt loam 3

2 II 36-53 cmbs 10YR 6/4 LightYellowish Brown Silt loam N/A

3 III 53-64 cmbs 10YR 5/6 Yellowish Brown Silty Clay Loam N/A

STP 6

Level Stratum Depth Color Texture Bag

1 I 0-28 cmbs 10YR 5/3 Brown Silt loam 4

2 II 28-45 cmbs 10YR 6/4 LightYellowish Brown Silt loam N/A

3 III 45-51 cmbs 10YR 5/6 Yellowish Brown Silty Clay Loam N/A
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