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Meck 13 Thinking Day

Saturday, March 1, 2008
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at St. Matthews Gym
(9-10 setup, 1-2 cleanup)

Why? Thinking Day is the joint birthday of Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting and his wife Olave, who was the World Chief Guide.  Thinking Day gives Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the world the chance to show camaraderie with their sisters in far-flung places. 
What? It is a tradition in our district and in many districts in the United States, to celebrate thinking day by gathering together and learning about Girl Scouting in other places.  This year we are going to take a slightly different view and we will be learning about Girl Scouts in other parts of the US.  Each troop will choose a state that they will ‘represent’.  
Then on March 1st, each troop will have a table set up with information about Girl Scouts in that state.  Girls will spend part of the day visiting the other states and getting their Atlas stamped, and part of the day ‘working’ at your booth explaining what you have for your state.  It’s a lot of fun!  Fill out a scavenger hunt at the back of your atlas, and come get a patch from your leader!  
How?  

1. First, choose a state! Contact me to register your troop/state.  State choices are on a first-come/first-serve basis, so register soon for your state of choice!  Turn the sheet over for ideas.  Please RSVP with the number of girls attending (max).
2. Next, do some research about your state.   The girls can do a lot of this research with a little bit of help.  They are great at creating your displays too.  Decide as a troop what you will have at your table – food?  Craft?  Information?  Game?  Dance?  You can be as creative as you would like!  Don’t forget to have a stamp or sticker for the girls’ atlases!  
3. Now, make sure we know how much room you need, and how many girls will be coming, so that we can plan accordingly.  If you have information for us to include in the atlas on your state and for the scavenger hunt, please pass that along too.  For example, a recipe or game rules might be nice to include! 
4. Last, come and have a great day!  We will start right on time at 10:00 with a flag ceremony and end at 1:00 with a friendship circle.  If there are any troops that want to run the flag ceremony or the circle, please let Tricia know. 
What if we want to attend but not do a booth?  It will be MUCH MORE FUN if we have all the states represented in some way, but if your troop isn’t up to it, just let us know in advance that you will be a visiting troop, and give us an estimate of how many girls will attend.
Cost: $3 per girl
Tricia Nelson ( 704-541-1625 ( nelsonfamilync@gmail.com

Ideas
What can you display and share about a state instead of a country?  Here are some ideas for you:
· How many Girl Scouts are there in the state?
· How many councils are there?  What are they called and why?
· What are the Girl Scout camps?  Do they have any programs that are different than what you would find here in North Carolina?

· Do they have any councils-own badges, patches or try-its?

· Contact the travel/tourism office for the state for information about the state.

· Contact travel agents – do they have any posters that you could use to decorate your booth?

· Is there a large population of immigrants from any particular country in Europe or somewhere else? 

· Are there expressions in that state that are different from here?  Such as ‘jimmies’ or ‘rotaries’ in Massachusetts (jimmies are sprinkles for ice cream and rotaries are traffic circles – they’re everywhere!).  What about soda/pop/cola/etc?  or tea that means hot tea?
· What food is the state known for? 

· Can you find the state quarter if it has come out already?

· www.netstate.com has a lot of information on the different states

· did anything famous happen in your state?

· What are the cool things to see if you visit your state?

· How many miles/hours by car is your state?

· What is the weather like there?  Is it flat or mountainous?

There are lots of really interesting things that we can learn about other girls in different parts of the United States.  Let’s have some fun!
�








